EARLY LIFE AND FAMILY CIRCLE    73

for greedy place-seekers and sordid schemers, and its
demoralising influence gradually permeated and
vitiated the atmosphere of his home life as his sons
grew up and, by means of his leverage, attained to
official positions. The beneficent influence of Lady Li,
undoubtedly in itself a very saving grace, passed with
her death in 1892 ; the last eight years of the aged
Viceroy's life were lonely and full of the bitterness of
defeat and humiliation. Their effect on his mind was
clearly marked by an increasing cynicism and by the
waning of that genial philosophy which had hitherto
distinguished him through good and evil report. It is
certain that his wife exercised a very great and salu-
tary influence over him, and that while she lived he
drew from her ready sympathy and wise counsel
strength and cheerfulness to bear his heavy burden
of duty. And Li, on his side, was ever an affectionate
and considerate husband.

In his temperate way Li was a ban vivant and con-
vivially inclined. Like the Empress Dowager, he had
very definite ideas on the subject of eating and
drinking, and, like her, he observed the happy mean of
moderation, in spite of occasional bouts of wine-
drinking. His health, on the whole, was unusually
robust; indeed, one of the secrets of his success in life
lay in his remarkable physical vigour and capacity
for enduring strenuous work. In 1889 he was smitten
with facial paralysis, but speedily recovered from its
effects. His extraordinary vitality was again dis-
played in 1895, when, during the course of his negotia-
tions with the Japanese plenipotentiaries at ShHnono-
$eki, he was shot in the face by a Japanese sosbii.
He was then seventy~two years of age; the calm
fortitude with which he bore, and recovered from, a